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New York — John Payne fig- 
ures tiiai one of these days he 
is going to got lucky. All it will 


really 

.require !.-> for him to slow 

j down 

and, back into a niche 

! called 

timeliness. 

Pay 

io is presently touring 

I - Ideate 

r.i in the East in “Calcu- 

L luted 

Risk.'' Ha has just fin- 


Fate. and John Payne Have 

er or Later 

head of the CIA, about access 
lo some of their more dated 
files. “I think it would he very 
comforting to Americans to know 
that there is a vast organization 
• engaged in protecting them. Hut 
that idea never got off the 
ground.” 

oThen, while recovering from 
the severe automobile accident 
that nearly took his life, John 
devised — as a result of infor- 
mation gleaned from, the CIA — 
a series called “The Weapon- 
Masters.” 

___ “There is an outfit in Boston 
~~ that is 20 years older than the 
Revolution, and their job is to- 
obtain for clients information or. ■ 
any subject from anywhere in 
' the world. Using that as a ba- 
sis, I devised an espionage fac- 
tory idea with seven- people,- all 
experts in different fields or 
electronics, science’ and weap- 
onry, who research and work 
for the government. 

“At the time there was no in- 
terst. Now, so many shows of 
the general type are scheduled, 
that it’s too iate. One . of these 
days,” Payne added, “fate and 
I are going to meet at a, street 
corner.” < 


isheu a successful engagement 
ai the Mineola Playhouse, prior 
to opening at the Paper Mill 
Playhouse in New Jersey. 

But Payne’s big interest is 
production. And he had had a 
lot of good ideas, pone of which 
has panned out) 1 as follows: 
da 1358 Payne’s production 
company had all Ian Fleming 
stories on option. “I had read 
‘MouJirakcr’ and I got very ex-' 
' cited about the Janies Bond 
character. But I couldn’t get 
’ anyone else interested,” Payne 
said ruefully., 

. o Payne’s next project , y/as a 
series about a lawyer who • spe- 
cialized in maritime law,, and 
escaped from his job on a 
luxurious yacht. “But people 
kept telling me no one was in- 
terested in lawyers.” 
oNext he went to Washington. 
Mo speak to "Alien Dulles, then 
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